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5. (Amended twice) A thermofomiing apparatus as claimed in claim 43, wherein 

said template conveyor is a chain conveyor with a pair of chain wheels and having 
a run thereof extending along the respective die or counter-die but beyond the 
encumbrance thereof; and <3^v~e ^ 

5 wherein said conveyor comprises a plurality of conveying templates carried at 

predetermined intervals from each other on said conveyor, each combing template 
being fitted with extraction plate receiving holes with equatorial shoulder for retaining 
the thermoformed^articles in proper orientation during their conveyanGet^^ 

10 6. (Amended twice) A thennoforming apparatus as claimed4i^l^m43 5 wherein said 
template conveyor conveying at least one of said receivin^conveybg templates, said 
template conveyer extends through at least one work ar^d/or treatment station and moves 
stepwise at the opening-closure rate of the dies fom cceiving thermoforaied articles from 
an extraction plate associated with said extraction pi^k-up means, said extraction plate 
15 withdrawing thermoforming articles from tKe fenwtle dfe and transferring them to a 
conveying template of said temulallfB&nvey conveying the thermoforming 

articles in sequence to said at least ontf worktand/or treatment station along the template 
conveyor. 

20 7. (Amended)^ thermof^mm^pparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said template 
conveyor convfc)^two dternatXmoN^ble templates of the receiving conveying templates, 
so that one of said iWable templates is moved laterally, in relation to the female dies, at 
said at least one work aW>r treatment station, while the other movable template is in 
front of it to receive a therm^ipmed article from the extraction plate. 

25 

8* (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said template 
conveyor is a chain-conveyor which comprises a pair of chain wheels around which a 
respective chain is wound, a plurality of said receiving conveying templates being 
carried, spaced at a predetermined distance from each other, on said chain conveyor and 
30 wherein said retention means comprises equatorial shoulders retaining the thermoformed 
articles in proper orientation during their conveyance. 
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9. (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in claim/^^whcrein said template 
conveyor comprises a train of articulated bearing slides or carriages for a respective 
conveying template moving through said at least one work and/or treatment station. 



5 10. (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 43, wherein said 

retention means further comprises a truncated conical collar adjacent eactf receiving hole. 



10 



15 



1 1 . (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in Claifc 1 A wherein said collar 
is constituted of resiliently dclbrmable material suitable for exercisirig retentive pressure 
on Lhe external surface of a thermoformed article. 



1 2, (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as cl; 
comprises a plurality of resiliently loaded ratchets, 
towards its internal diameter for engaging 
article in said receiving hole. 




in claim 10, wherein said collar 
Jled in said collar and movable 



wtoi the external surface of a thermoformed 

A 



20 



13, (Amended) A thermofornfiiti apparatib as claimed in Claim 10, wherein said collar 
comprises suction orifices whiclexert onffie thermoformed article a suction to hold it in 
proper orientation in its respccti^erBCefving hole and with its rim abutting against the 
template. 



25 



30 



14. (Amended) Aihcmioforming apparatus as claimed in claim 10 s wherein the 
thermoformed articles^ve arms and wherein said receiving conveying template has a 
peripheral recess formed bfi the exterior surface of the template about the receiving hole 
for engaging the rim of a thermoformed article received in the receiving hole. 

15. (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
thermoformed articles have rims and wherein said conveying template includes a two- 
diameter adaptor collar instaDable in a receiving seat of an opening in said conveying 
template, said adaptor collar providing said receiving hole in said conveying template and 
having an internal diameter delimited by a tapered upper section, an undercut 
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intermediate section, an annular shoulder downstream of the undercut section, for 
receiving a thermoformed article and snap-engage its rim at said undercut section, 

16. (Amended) A thetmoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 

5 thermotonned articles have rims and wherein said receiving holes have a slightly smaller 
internal dimension than the external dimension of the thermofonned articles adjacent 
their rims to be received, so that the thermoformed article is resiliency constrained and 
properly oriented in the respective receiving hole. 

17. (Amended) A thermolbrming apparatus as claimed in claim^fftirther including 
10 eccentric mechanical arrests, each of which is fitted at a resgdekve receiving hole of a 

conveying template and is movable between an operating position in which it engages the 
rim of a flanged thermoformed article and an inoperative releasing position 

Y 

18. (Amended) A Ihermoforming apparatus as clainied in claim 1 1, wherein said arrests 



15 are controlled by a rack operated by a motijoh source. 




1 9. (Amended) A thennoformirta apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further including air 
jets for sinking each of the articles into theVeceiving holes. 

20 20. (Amended) A thennofomflng apparatus as claimed in claim 6 7 further including a 
cup-shaped rec^vjng^&^^onentl^r a thermoformed article, the cup-shaped component 
being disposed adjacent at least one of said receiving holes and having at least one orifice 
in a bottom of the cufHshapcp component 

25 21 . (Amended) A theimoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 20, further comprising a 
push rod for expelling the thermoformed article from the cup-shaped component by 
acting through said at least one orifice in the bottom of the cup-shaped component. 

23. (Amended) A thennofovming apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said template 
30 conveyor includes a plurality of conveying templates and wherein said retention means 
comprises a push-rod which rises from a surface of each conveying template. 
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43, (Amend d twice) A thermoforrning apparatus comprising: 

a thermoforming machine fitted with at least one female die; and 
extraction pick-up means adapted to withdraw a plurality of thermoformed 

articles from the female die, said extraction pick-up means including a receiving seat for 
5 each thermoformed article to be extracted, 

wherein the thermoforming machine^glitted with at least one counter-die, the at 

least one female die and counter-die being reciprocally approachable and removable for 

the operations of closing, therm^a^ng and opening, 

the apparatus further comprising a feeder for feeding thermofoiming material 



10 between each female di^ahd counter-die, and 

at least one recejVin&statiorj adapted to receive one or more thermoformed 
articles, whejreinWid re giving station comprises one or more receiving conveying 
templates ink template^ unyeyor, each receiving conveying template having an exterior 
surface and onefor moreVgceiving holes disposed within said template and 
1 5 coinmunicatin^vitti : 

^crmoffcrmed article a nd an annular co llar todefine Pretention means for removably 
hdtding a ttiermoftrmed article disposed in the hole, said annular collar having an interior 
dimcHsioiy being smallest in a region remote from said exterior surface. 



i^vith said exterior surface, e ^J)J^^ n 2 hole adapted to engage a \ 
i article and an annular collar to define £T retention means for removably (~/t/^-y 



20 45. (Amended) A thermoforming apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein said template 
conveyor comprises a carousel conveyor having at least three arms angularly spaced apart 
each supporting a respective receiving conveying template. 
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